
Google Book Settlement

Samantha Holman

ITIA Christmas Evening
4th December 2009



Google & Books

Google Partnership Program

Google Library Project



Google Books Settlement - History

Å2002ðGoogle begins to digitise content in 
American libraries (and the Bodleian)

Å2005ðLegal Action begun by the Authorsõ Guild 
and the Association of American Publishers

Å2008ðSettlement announced at IFRRO AGM

Å2009ðSeptember Settlement delayed

Å2009ðNovember Revised Settlement announced



Google Books ðOriginal Settlement

ÅClass Action Settlement ðcovers the USA

Å$125m set aside; $34.5m for Books Rights Registry

ÅCovers Books and Inserts ðnot illustrations (except 
for some childrenõs book illustrations)

ÅBoth òcommercially availableó and ònon-
commercially availableó books digitized

ÅAll countries signed up to the Berne Convention 
are covered



Google Books ðOriginal Settlement 

Summary

Å Under the settlement, Google is authorized, on a non -
exclusive basis, to:

ðDigitize (almost) all books published on or before January 5, 2009

ð Sell subscriptions to an electronic books database to institutions

ð Sell online access to individual books

ð Sell advertising on web -pages with content from books; and

ð Make other specified uses

Å Google will pay rightsholders 63% of the revenues earned from 
these commercial uses.


